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attention had long been carefully solicited, and which was 
about to pass into the hands of all readers of poetry, and all 
admirers of Irish music. 

What, it was asked, were the literary pretensions of Rey- 
nolds, that he should be considered as the author of a lyric 
poem, to which he had written nothing equal ? As to 
Campbell, no one acquainted with his poetry could doubt his 
competency to the task. Moreover, the style, the senti- 
ments, the versification, were all in perfect harmony with the 
unquestioned productions of Campbell's muse, and particu- 
larly with the " Lines written on a Visit to Ayrshire." The 
warm friendly feelings expressed by Campbell for Ireland, 
entitle him to the gratitude of Irishmen ; and it would ill be- 
come any native of our country to pluck a single leaf from 
the chaplet of fair renown that encircles the brow of Camp- 
bell. 

' ' Non ego illi detrahere ausim 
Ilrerentem capiti multa cum laude coronam." 

Hor. Sat. x. 48. 



W. R. Wilde, Esq., read the following Memoir of the 
Dublin Philosophical Society of 1683 : 

" The year 1683 is memorable in the annals of scientific 
literature in Ireland for the formation of the Dublin Philo- 
sophical Society, the great prototype of all our existing 
learned bodies, but in particular of the Royal Irish Academy. 
It was commenced in October in that year by William Moly- 
neaux, ' the friend of Locke,' and the distinguished mathe- 
matician and astronomer, who was the first secretary of this 
society. 

" As there is no detailed account of this body in print, and 
as the notices of it which have as yet appeared are always 
exceedingly brief, and frequently incorrect, I have for some 
years past endeavoured to collect as much of its history and 
proceedings as the scanty records scattered through works 
and libraries afford. With these materials — with the manu- 
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scripts and correspondence of both William and Thomas Moly- 
ncaux placed in my hands by Sir Henry Marsh — from a care- 
ful examination of the documents belonging to it in the 
Manuscript Library of our University — and from the Minute 
Book still preserved in the British Museum, which has been 
accurately noted for the purpose — I have made, through these 
and other sources, some more memoranda of the history of the 
Philosophical Society than the usual accounts afford, and 
these I beg leave to offer to the Academy. 

" In the manuscript correspondence of the Molyneaux's just 
alluded to, we find in a letter from William to his brother 
Thomas, then in Ley den, and dated 30th October, 1683, N. S., 
the following : — ' I have also here promoted the rudiments of 
a society, for which 1 have drawn up rules, and called it Con- 
ventio Philosophica. About half a score or a dozen of us have 
met about twelve or fifteen times, and we have very regular 
discourses concerning philosophical, medical, and mathemati- 
cal matters. Our convention is regulated by one chief, who 
is chosen by the votes of the rest, and is called Arbiter Con- 
vention's, at present Dr. Willoughby (the name ' President' 
being yet a little too great for us). What this may come to 1 
know not ; but we have hopes of bringing it to a more settled 
society. The event you shall know. Sir W. Petty and all 
the virtuosi of this place favour it much, and have at some 
times given us their company.' 

" From this it would appear that Dr. Willoughby was vir- 
tually, though not in name, the first President, and W. Moly- 
neaux the original Secretary, although the former honour has 
been generally conferred on Sir William Petty, who, how- 
ever, was not elected till the 1st of November, 1684.* 

* " At this election Sir W. Petty and Dr. Willoughby had equal marks 
for President, but upon a second election Sir William carried it by four 
votes, so he stood. Afterwards we had a handsome dinner at a tavern, so 
finished the day." — Molyneaux Correspondence, Dublin University Mayazine, 
vol. xviii., p. 489. 
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"The first meeting took place on the 15th of October, 1683, 
when papers were read by Mr. William Molyneaux, Dr. 
Narcissus Marsh, afterwards Archbishop of Dublin, Mr. Foley, 
and Mr. St. George Ashe. It is remarkable, that although 
Ware, Birch, and Whitelaw have agreed in dating the origin 
of this society in 1683, Mr. Halliwell has, in a " Collection 
of Notes on the early History of Science in Ireland," pub- 
lished in the Proceedings of this Academy for 1841, stated 
that its first meeting took place on the 28th of January, 1684. 
In the winter of 1683, writes Archbishop Marsh in his Diary, 
' was set up the Philosophical Meeting in Dublin, that met 
and formed itself into a society, in the Provost's lodgings. 
There, at the first opening of it, as a prelude to what we were 
to do, I in three or four days' time, composed An Introductory 
Discourse to the Doctrine of Sounds, which was sent to the 
Society in Oxford, and then printed in the Philosophical 
Transactions.'* 

" Not having facilities for publishing their proceedings in 
Ireland, it appears that they determined upon offering them 
to the Royal Society ; accordingly, on the 18th of December, 
1683, the Provost, Dr. Robert Huntingdon, wrote a letter to 
Dr. Plot, of the Royal Society, giving an account of ' a 
weekly meeting of several ingenious men about philosophical 
subjects in Dublin.' This notice, which is recorded in the 
letter book of the Royal Society (vol. ix, p. 103), informs us 
that W. Molyneaux, then residing near Ormond's Gate (now 
Wormwood Gate), and who was at that period engaged in 
writing an 'Atlas for this Country,' was Secretary: — 'And 
since,' he writes, ' you so generously, as well as charitably, 
offer your assistance, I think this will be the best method of 
conveyance, to transmit our notices to the Secretary of the 

* The Diary of Archbishop Marsh, from a transcript in Marsh's Li- 
brary, Dublin, published by the Rev. Dr. Todd in the British Magazine 
for July and August, 1845. 
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Royal Society, who, after he has perused them, can send them 
to Oxford' (where a similar society, under the care of Mr. 
Musgrave, had just been established), ' as you likewise by 
him may send hither. After Christmas that we next meet, 
our Secretary will pursue that course ; you smoothing our 
way at London once again, as it seems you have already 
done. — After awhile we may perchance ease ourselves of that 
expense, and have our intelligence for nothing.* However, 
you may be sure we shall never grudge to defray all manner 
of charges that shall be incident to our correspondences, and 
we have raised a fund out of which to do it. By Moses Pit,| 
if not before, you may expect one or two of their discourses at 
large : for the way is for particular subjects mentioned in the 
foregoing meeting to be treated on by particular persons the 
next, and when they have done, every one that has anything 
to add or object has his time to express it. I don't give you 
the names of our society, because you know few of them, 
except the Bishop of Ferns and Leighlin, Sir William Petty, 
and Dr. Willoughby, and besides you will receive it more 
authentic from the Secretary. Several of the number meet 
on Sunday nights, as the whole company does on Mondays, 
to discourse theologically, of God, suppose, and His attributes, 
and how to establish religion and confute atheism by reason, 
evidence, and demonstration.' 

"Having complimented Dr. Plot, and conveyed to him the 
thanks and acknowledgments of this ' young society for the 
promotion of philosophy, on account of the advantageous cor- 
respondence offered to it by the Royal Society,' he encloses 
him an account of some previous meetings tending to its 
' better regulation, settlement, and future transactions,' and 
also the Minutes for October 15, 1683. 

* The Royal Society charged only half payment to the Members of the 
Dublin Society, (see Minutes for 4th July, 1685). 

f Moses Pit, a celebrated London bookseller, and publisher of " The 
Atlas." 
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" When I first commenced this inquiry some years ago, I 
was under the impression that the Transactions of this society 
were still in existence, and would one day or another be dis- 
covered, and acknowledged by some of the public libraries or 
private collections in these kingdoms. I have since, however, 
convinced myself of the contrary being the fact, and feel as- 
sured that no manuscript volume of the Transactions of the 
Dublin Philosophical Society is, or perhaps ever was, in 
being. 

" The Minute Book of this Society, from 1683 to No- 
vember, 1686, with its revival in 1693, and again in 1707, 
is still preserved in the British Museum (Addit. MSS., 
4811). In the Manuscript collection in the Library of Tri- 
nity College we find among some scattered papers lately 
collected by the Rev. Dr. Todd, rough drafts of the minutes 
of the Dublin Philosophical Society, in the handwriting of 
William Molyneaux, from January the 28th to June the 9th, 
1684, all of which accord with the notices of this body still 
existing in the papers of the Royal Society. On the first of 
these dates we find the officers for that year were appointed, 
and the ' obligation subscribed.' At that time there was 
no President (as already stated in the Molyneaux correspond- 
ence) ; Dr. Willoughby was appointed Director, and William 
Molyneaux Secretary and Treasurer. The members present 
were Dr. Narcissus Marsh, Sir William Petty, and Messrs. 
Bulkeley, Cuff, Foley, Baynard, Ash, Mullen, Follet, Bag- 
got, and Mr. Keogh, who was represented by proxy. At 
this meeting Sir William Petty read a paper on Concentric 
Circles. 

" On the 18th of February the Minutes closed with this 
notice : — * Nicholas Hudson, our operator, attended on us.' 
(MS., T.C.D., CI. I. Tab. 4, No. 18, p. 11). 

" The unpublished Letter Books of the Royal Society, and 
Birch's History of that body, likewise contain the Minutes of 
the Dublin Philosophical Society from its first meeting on the 
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15th of October, IG83, to the end of 1G87, after which we 
have not been able to discover any record of its proceedings 
from these sources. 

" The principal papers read to this body, all of which are 
enumerated in the Minutes, were either printed in the Philo- 
sophical Transactions, or formed the material for distinct 
works or monographs, which were published by their respec- 
tive authors, and many of the communications were delivered 
in form of viva voce discourses at one sitting, and debated at 
the next. 

" There are two manuscript volumes of county histories in 
the library of the University of Dublin (from which the His- 
tory of West Connaught is now about to be printed by the 
Irish Archaeological Society), which have generally been 
supposed to have formed part of the Transactions of the 
Philosophical Society ; but as some of the papers in these ate 
dated in 1682, prior to the creation of that body, and as we 
have no notice or allusion made to any of them in the Minutes 
of the Society, which are in every other respect so full and 
explicit, vve feel assured that they were written and intended 
for the general survey of Ireland under Sir William Petty. 

" Dr. Plot was desired to acquaint the Provost of Trinity 
College that the Royal Society very willingly embraced the 
correspondence of the Society in Dublin, and had ordered 
their secretary to write to them in the manner proposed ; ac- 
cordingly, Mr. Aston wrote to Mr. Molyneaux to that effect, a 
letter, dated the 2Gth of February, 1 684, which is inserted in the 
unpublished Letter Book of the Royal Society, (vol.ix. p. 111). 
" This courtesy of the Royal Society is alluded to in one of 
the letters of William Molyneaux to his brother Thomas, then 
residing in Holland, a portion of which I extract from the 
interesting correspondence of those gentlemen, which I pub- 
lished some years ago in the University Magazine. — T know,' 
says William Molyneaux, ' you would willingly hear what 
has become of our meeting here in Dublin, of which take this 
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following account. Since my last to you concerning this 
particular, we have constantly every Monday had a meeting, 
at which one or other would produce discourses no ways con- 
temptible, till about a week before Christmas, we received a 
letter from Dr. Plot, directed particularly to the Provost, Dr. 
Huntingdon, but designed in general for us all, in which he 
takes notice of our design here on foot, for Dr. Huntingdon 
had formally given him an account thereof, and encourages 
us to go on vigorously therewith, promising us all the assis- 
tance we can desire, as, likewise, the favourable countenance 
and encouragement of the Royal Society, as also of such ano- 
ther philosophical meeting as our own, begun within these 
three months at Oxford : assuring us also of the constant cor- 
respondence of them, and that we may at any time command 
whatever we may please to hear communicated from them. 
This encouragement from so great a man, as he is secretary 
both to the Royal and Oxford Societies, made us think upon 
modelling ourselves into better form; and, accordingly, the 
Bishop of Ferns, Sir Wm. Petty, Dr. Willoughby, and I, were 
pitched upon to draw up rules, to be presented to the consi- 
deration of the rest after the holidays ; so that yesterday (Jan. 
7, 1684) our rules were presented, and are ordered to be read 
at three several meetings before they pass. The rules are 
much the same as those of the Royal Society, and we have 
entrance money, and a weekly contribution, but what it will 
yet come to, God knows.' 

" On the 10th of May, William Molyneaux wrote to his 
brother, then at Leyden, the following notice of the young So- 
ciety : — ' Our Society goes on ; we have a fair room in Crow's 
Nest' (off Dame-street), ' which now belongs to one We- 
therel, an apothecary, where we have a fair garden for plants,' 
where they first met in April of that year. And again, upon 
the 14th of June we read : ' Our society lias built a laboratory 
by Dr. Mullen's directions, in the same house where we have 
taken a large room for our meeting, and a small repository.' 
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" Subsequent to the general meeting in November, 1684, 
a list of the members of the Philosophical Society was for- 
warded to Mr. Aston, to which I have added the names of 
some seven or eight others, who, either prior or subsequent to 
the publication of this list, were, I have positive assurance, 
connected with this society, prior to 1688. 

President, Sir William Petty, Knt., M.D. 
Director, Charles WiIloughby,M.D. 
Treasurer, William Pleydall, Esq. 
Secretary, William Molyneaux, Esq. 

MEMBERS. 

Narcissus Marsh, Bishop of Henry Fenerly, Esq. 

Leighlin and Ferns. J. Finglass, M.A. 
William Lord Viscount Mountjoy. Samuel Foley, F.T.C.D., after- 
Robert Huntingdon, D.D , Pro- wards Bishop of Down and 

vost of Trinity College. Connor. 

John Worth, D.D., Dean of St. Daniel Houlaghan, M.D. 

Patrick's. John Keogh, M.A. 

John Baynard, A.M., Archdea- Dudley Loftus, afterwards Judge 

con of Connor. of the Prerogative Court. 
Sir Robert Redding, Bart. George Toilet, Professor of Ma- 
Sir Cyril Wyche, Knt., P.R.S. thematics. 
Richard Bulkeley, F.T.C.D., af- Patterson, Surgeon. 

terwards Knt. and Bart. John Maden, M.D.* 

Patk. Dun, M.D., afterwards Knt. Allen Mullen, M.D. 



* The name of Madden (or Maden, as it is written in the Minutes of the 
Philosophical Society) is intimately connected with the rise of science, litera- 
ture, and medicine in this country. The John Maden, M. D., here alluded 
to, was son of Thomas of Maddenton, and died in 1703. His family were 
connected with, and he himself was the intimate friend of the Molyneaux. 
His son, the Rev. Samuel Madden, commonly called "Premium Madden," 
was the founder of the Royal Dublin Society in 1731. See " The Tribes and 
Customs of Hy-Many, "by John O'Donoran, printed for the Irish Archseoio- 
gical Society. 

VOL. III. P 
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William King,Sch. T.C.D., after- William Palliser, F.T.C.D., Pro- 
wards Archbishop of Dublin, feasor of Divinity, and after- 
Richard Acton, B.D., F.T.C.D. wards Archbishop of Cashel. 
St. George Ashe, F.T.C.D., after- Edward Smith, F.T.C.D., Pro- 
wards Bishop of Cloyne. fessor of Mathematics, and af- 
Mark Baggot, Esq. lerwards Bishop of Down and 
John Bulkeley, Esq. Connor. 
Paul Chamberlain, M.D. John Stanley, M.A. 
Robert Clements, Esq. Jacobus Silvius, M.D. 

Francis Cuff, Esq. Walkington, Esq.* 

Christopher Dominick, M.D. Sir Paul Ricaut, 

Corresponding Member — Doctor, afterwards Sir Thomas Molyneaux, 

Bart. 
" These men formed the Stella majores of Irish literature 
and science at this period ; and nearly every one of those of 
whom we have any subsequent account attained to considerable 
eminence either here or in England. 

" At this time Sir William Petty designed to remodel the 
society, and drew up a code of laws for its future regulation 
and government, which were deemed worthy of being referred 
to the Council of the Royal Society, to see how far they might 
be useful to that body. We here find from authentic docu- 
ments that some of the principal men of learning and science 
at that time in Great Britain, and even on the Continent, 
looked with a favourable eye on our Philosophical Society, 
and addressed to it, through its Secretary, several letters and 
papers upon scientific subjects, some of which are still pre- 
served in the original Minute Book in the British Museum, 
and abstracts of which are to be found in the records of the 
Royal Society. At the end of the first year we find its pro- 
gress thus recorded by William Molyneaux. « Our society 

* I have not been able to discover the Christian name of this gentleman, 
as the name was common in the University at that period. It was probably 
Samuel Walkington, who was a Scholar in 1680, for Edward Walkington, 
who was a Fellow in 1676, Archdeacon of Ossory in 1683, and afterwards 
Bishop of Down and Connor, in 1695, was elected into the Philosophical 
Society on its revival in 1693. 
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has been complimented in the philosophical acts, as you will 
find by the paper Mr. Ashe will send you, wherein for curious 
subjects (invented by our learned and ingenious Provost) I 
think we may vie with any Oxford ever had, and truly most 
of the poems and speeches therein were excellent. Thus, 
Tom., you see that learning begins to peep out amongst us. 
The tidings, that our name is in the journals of Amsterdam, 
was very pleasing to me, and really, without vanity, I think 
our city and nation may be herein something beholding to 
us, for I believe the name Dublin has hardly ever before been 
printed or heard of amongst foreigners on a learned account.' 
The Minutes of the Oxford Society were likewise regularly 
transmitted and read at the meetings of the Philosophical 
Society of Dublin. 

" On the 1 1th of May, 1685, « Mr. Molyneaux going for 
England, Mtj Ashe was chosen Secretary ; and Mr. Toilet 
was then nominated Treasurer in Mr. PleydelPs place.' These 
gentlemen were continued in office at the November meeting 
of that year, and Lord Mountjoy was elected President. In 
June, 1686, Mr. Edward Smith* was chosen Secretary, and 
the other officers of the Society were re-elected at the general 
meeting, together with the following council: — Sir R. Red- 
ding, Sir Paul Ricaut, the Provost, Dr. Willoughby, and Mr. 
W. Molyneaux. They then adjourned to the 5th of Novem- 
ber. The last notice of the Society at this period which we 
have been able to discover, is in the minute-book of the Royal 
Society, in which, according to Birch, we read, that on the 
13th of July, 1687, * the minutes of the Dublin Society for 
several months past were read ;' but there is no detail of their 

* In the minutes for 21st July, 1684, we read as follows : — " Ordered, 
That the thanks of this society be returned to Mr. Smith, for the honour he 
did us in the public act in the College on this lemma paradoxon veins JEgyp- 
tiacum, quod sol nonnunquam oritur in occidente. Demonstratur de Societate 
ad promovendam scientiam naturalem Dublinii nuper instituta." — Birch's His- 
tory of the Royal Society, vol. iv, p. 324. 

P 2 
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proceedings given. Whether the Society actually ceased to 
exist at that period is not precisely known, but Dr. Hutton 
and other authorities are of opinion that it did not till 1688.* 
The minute-book in the British Museum has no entry after 
the 6th November, 1686. For some time, both previously 
and subsequently to the last note in the minute-book, it would 
appear from the letters and other communications made by 
several of its members directly to the Royal Society, that its 
meetings were few and irregular : even so early as the 10th of 
August, 1685, we read thus in the Secretary's letter to the 
Royal Society enclosing the minutes : — ' Our company of 
late has been very thin, and people's heads so much dulled 
with politics, that next meeting, I believe, we shall adjourn 
till the term.' 

" The unsettled state of this country in 168T and 1688 
caused a complete rupture of all society, public as well as pri- 
vate, and several of the principal members of the Philosophi- 
cal Society removed from Dublin. 

" The subjects entertained by this Society, during the first 
four years after its establishment, may be considered under the 
following heads: Mathematics and Physics; Polite Litera- 
ture ; History and Antiquities ; and Medical Science, includ- 
ing Anatomy, Zoology, Physiology, and Chemistry. And 
with some pains we have arranged, under their respective 
denominations, the following list of the principal subjects, 
together with the names of their authors, as recorded by the 
Dublin Philosophical Society during the early years of its 
existence ; 

" MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICS. 

" Mr. W, Molynkaux Deapparente Magnitudine Solis. — Ex- 
planation of the Volution of Concentric Circles. — On Telescopic 
Sights. — On the viewing of Pictures in Miniature with the Tele- 
scope. — Calculations on the Solar Eclipse. — An Essay on Crysta- 

* Hutton's Mathematical Dictionary, vol. ii. p. 61. 
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lography. — Experiments on Hydrostatics.— On the Hydroscope, 
and the variations of the Barometer • 

Dr. T. Molynxaux. — Account of the Astronomer Huygens. 

Dr. Mullen. — Magnetical Experiments (several papers). 

Lord Mountjoy. — On the Air Gun. 

Sir W. Petty. — Magnetical Observations. — On Weather Regis- 
tries. — Ship-building.— On the Construction of Carriages. — On 
Concentric Circles. 

Mr. St. G. Ashe Review of De Chasles' Book on Motion. 

On the Evidence of Mathematical Demonstration. — On the Solar 

Eclipse. — On the Weather Registry, T. C. D Experiments on 

Freezing. 

Mr. Bulkeley — On Wind Gauges. — Anew Pump for Ships. — 
The Mechanism of Carriages. 

Dr. Smith. — De Angulo Contactus. 

Mr. Stanley. — Discourse on the Motion of Water. 

Mr. Tollet. — On the Longitude. — On Gunnery. 

Mr. Walkington. — Observations on Archimedes.— Observa- 
tions on Algebra. 

Dr. Foley. — Objections against Algebraic Calculations. — Com- 
putatio Universalis. 

Mr. King. — On the Difference in Size between the horizontal 
and Meridional Sun. — On the Acceleration of Descending Weights, 
and the Force of Percussion — On Hydraulics. — On the Trisection 
of an Angle. 

Dr. Narcissus Marsh — De Radiis Reflectis et Refractis. — 
Magnetical Observations. 

Dr. Willoughby. — On the Mirage seen at Rhegium in Italy : 
and on Winds. — On the Lines of Latitude and Longitude. 

POLITE LITERATURE, HISTORY, AND ANTIQUITIES. 

Archdeacon Baynard. — Concerning the Instruction of Youth 
for the Universities. 

Dr. Loftos. — Concerning Pere Simon's Histoire Critique. 

Dr. Huntingdon. — On the Obelisks and Pillars of Egypt. 

Dr. Foley. — On the contagious Communication of a strong 
Imagination. 

Mr. King — On the Bogs and Loughs of Ireland. 
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Dr. Mullen — On fifteen cinerary Urns, and Bones found toge- 
ther, at Dontrilegue, County Cork, three feet deep, each covered 
with a small Stone, and varying in size from a Pottle to a Pint, 

Dr. Smith — On cinerary Urns, found in the Caves at Warrings- 
town, and at Loughbrickland, in the County of Down. 

MEDICAL SCIENCE, INCLUDING ANATOMY, ZOOLOGY, PHY- 
SIOLOGY, AND CHEMISTRY, ETC. 

Dr. Allen Mullen [or Moulin] — On the human and compara- 
tive Anatomy, and the Structure of the Ear (several papers). — 
Experiments, consisting of injecting Fluids into the Thorax of 
Animals. — Experiments on the Blood. — On Digestion. — On the 
Mineral Waters of Chapelizod. — On Poisons. — On Bunnet and 
Coagulum.— On the Organs of Bespiration and Circulation, by 
removing a Portion of a Dog's Lung, &c. — Dissection of a Mon- 
strous Kitten ; and a Chicken with two Bills. — Dissection of a Man 
who died of Consumption. — Observations on the Serum. — On the 
Peculiarities of the Pulse. — Dissection of Hydatids attached to the 

Diaphragm De Alkali et Acido.— On Ligature of the Jugular Vein 

in a Dog. — On various Chemical Phenomena. — On Ovarian Disease. 
— On Ague. — Observations on Scurvy Grass.* 

Mr. W. Molyneaux. — On the Phenomenon of Double Vision 
— On the petrifying Qualities of Lough Neagh. — Beport on the 
Sirones or Acari. — The Dissection and microscopic Investigation of 
a Water Newt. — On the Circulation. — On the Pulvis Fulminans. — 
On the Connaught Worm. 

Dr. T. Molyneaux. — On the Anatomy of the Bat. 

Lord Mouhtjoy. — On the Mode of Bleaching in Holland. 

Sir W. Petty. — Observations on Consumption. — On the Mode 
of examining Mineral Waters. 

* Mr. Dalrymple, in his admirable "Anatomy of the Human Eye," in 
writing of the vascularity of the lens and its capsule, says, that " Haller, in 
his Description of the Eye, quotes an Englishman of the name of Allen 
Moulin, as the first observer, and in fact the discoverer of these long-denied 
vessels." Mullen, or Moulin, was, however, an Irishman, and the diseases 
referred to are published along with his Dissection of the Elephant burned 
in Dublin in 1681, and entitled "New Anatomical Discourses on the Eyes of 
Animals." 
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Mr. St. George Ashe. — On the Fossils and Petrifactions of 
Londonderry. — On a remarkable Case of Haemorrhage.* — OnHer- 
maphrodism. — Account of a Man in Gal way who suckled his Child, 
and had Pendulous Mammae. 

Mr. R. Bulkeley. — Experiments on venous and arterial Blood. 
— Discourse on Mr. Boyle's Book on Human Blood. — On Divers 
Alkalies and Acids. — On the Dissection of a Bat. 

Mr. Patterson. — Various Dissections of the Human Subject.f 
—On Stone in the Bladder. — On Menstrua for dissolving the 
human Calculus. — On Cohesion between the Liver and Diaphragm. 

Sir R. Redding. — On the Lampreys of the River Barrow. 

Dr. Smith. — On the Waters of Lough Neagh. 

Dr. Willoughby.. — On Hermaphrodism. 

Dr. Foley. — Explanation of the Theory of Vision. — Experi- 
ments on Vegetation. — On Fossils. 

Dr. Hotjlaghan. — On the Mode of Discovering the Acidity of 
Liquors. — Description of a Human Kidney weighing forty-two 
Ounces. — On the Tests for Acids. — On the Dissection of a Mon- 
strous Child with two Heads and three Arms. 

Mr. King. — On the Mineral "Waters of Clontarf and Edenderry. 

Dr. Dun On the Analysis of Mineral Waters. 

Dr. Nahcissu8 Marsh — On Sounds and Hearing. — On the 
History and Classification of Insects. 

Dr. Silvids. — De Acido et Urinoso. 

Mr. Acton. — On the Scoter Duck found at Ireland's Eye. 

* We are not quite certain with regard to the author of this paper. 
Birch merely says, " Mr. Ashe." The Minutes of the British Museum, how- 
ever, state that this paper was contributed by Thomas Ashe, Esq. We 
know not who this gentleman was — if a member of the Philosophical Society 
he would increase the number to 40. 

■f Human dissections were very rare in Dublin at that period. Mr. Pat- 
terson's communications to the Philosophical Society were founded upon the 
examination of the body of a malefactor procured by Dr., afterwards Sir P. 
Dun, to make a skeleton of. Mr. W Molyneaux says he " was constant at 
the dissection, and nothing curious was done, but only the chirurgeons and 
physicians that were present spoke at random as the parts presented them- 
selves." This is the first notice of a dissection in Ireland that we have seen 
recorded. See University Magazine, vol. xviii. p. 479. 
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" During the remaining years of the seventeenth century, 
the unsettled state of Ireland precluded the possibility of lite- 
rary enterprise or scientific investigation. From the following 
paragraph in the Diary of Archbishop Marsh, it would appear 
that an attempt was made to revive the Society in 1693 ; on 
the 26th of April in which year he writes, * This evening, at 
six of the clock, we met at the Provost's lodgings in Trinity 
College, Dublin, in order to the renewal of our philosophical 
meeting, where Sir Richard Cox (one of the Justices of the 
King's Bench), read a geographical description of the City and 
County ofDerry, and of the County of Antrim, being part of 
an entire geographical description of the whole kingdom of 
Ireland, that is designed to be perfected by him ; wherein also 
will be contained a natural history of Ireland, containing the 
most remarkable things therein to be found, that are the pro- 
ducts of nature. Upon his reading this essay he was admitted 
a fellow of this Society, together with Dr. John Vesey, Lord 
Archbishop of Tuam; Francis Roberts, Esq., younger son 
to the Earl of Radnor, some time Lord Lieutenant of Ireland : 
O Lord, grant that in studying thy works, we may also study 
to promote thy glory, (which is the true end of all our studies), 
and prosper, oh Lord, our undertaking, for thy name's 
sake.'* The manuscript volume in the British Museum re- 
commences at this date, and informs us that the members of 
the old Society who met on this evening, or, as they are styled, 
' the members before the warre,' were the Archbishop of 
Cashel, the Provost, Dr. Willoughby, and Sir Cyril Wyche. 
At the meeting of the 3rd of May, Mr. Cuff and the Bishop 
of Cork rejoined the body, and papers were read by Sir R. 
Cox, describing Judland, and by Sir Cyril Wyche, on Varro's 
Book, * De Lingua Latina.' — Dr. Thomas Molyneaux, Mr. 
Edward Walkington, and Mr. Bartholomew Van Homrigh, 

• The Diary of Archbishop Marsh, already cited — British Magazine, for 
August, 1845. 
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were proposed at this meeting, and admitted on that of the 
10th, when Sir. R. Cox finished his History of Judland; read 
some papers on Ireland, and on the bringing of the Society 
into its ancient model, &c. On this evening the Hon. Francis 
Roberts was elected President; Dr. Charles Willoughby, 
Secretary, and Francis Cuff, Esq., Treasurer. 

" Bound up with this minute book are several copies of a 
letter, which I judge to be of the same date, and of which the 
following is a copy : 

" ' Sir,— The Dublin Society is again revived, and they 
have ordered me to give you notice of it, and desire me to 
renew their correspondence with you. We are as yett but very 
young, and therefor cannot hope to make any suitable returne, 
but must have a little time to settle, after the disorder the 
warr has put every thing into here. Mr. Roberts is chosen 
President, and our Society increases by new elections, so that 
we may expect it may be considerable, and then there may be 
something fit to be communicated from, 

" * Sir, your most bumble Servant, 

" « Owen Lloyd,'— F.T. CD. 

«' A considerable hiatus occurs after this entry ; but it ap- 
pears that in the year 1707, an attempt was made to re-esta- 
blish the Society ; but its success was not of any long duration, 
and this MS. contains a register of the philosophical papers 
read before the Society, from August 5th, 1707, to March 
1 1th, 1708. The Earl of Pembroke, then Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, presided over the Society at this revival. Addit. 
MSS. 4812. 

" The Minutes do not inform us who the members were 
that attended this re-union, but the following is a list of the 
papers read during that period : — 

The Bishop of Clogher. — A Letter from, to Dr. Molyneaux, con- 
cerning an odd Hare's Tooth ; afterwards accounted for by Dr. 
Molyneaux. 

Mr. Dbkham. — On the Spots on the Sun. 
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The Archbishop of Dublin. — A Discourse on Measuring Land. — 
A Letter on a fiery Eruption from the Bowels of a dead Cow. — 
Thoughts for Improving the Harbour of Dublin.— Scenography of 
an Engine to force Water out of a Quarry, &c. 
Dr. Thomas Molyneaux. — On Mines and Minerals within the 
Kingdom of Ireland. — Account of a petrified Honey Comb, and 
an Essay on Antiquities. 
Mr. W. Molyneaux.— On Mercurial Phosphorus. 
Dr. Robinson. — Concerning the Density of the Atmosphere. 
Mr. Waring.— Account of the Occurrences of a Storm. — Letter to 

Dr. Molyneaux concerning the Cross-Bills. 
Mr. E. Crow. — Account of Lightning near Tuam. 
Mr. (afterwards Bishop) Berkeley. — A Discourse on Infinities — An 

Inquiry whether the Figure of the Earth be spheroid. 
Mr. Norman. — A Letter on Barnacles. 

" These Minutes appear to hare been in the possession of 

Sir H. Sloane, and wereby him presented to the British Museum. 

" Subsequently the Philosophical Transactions continued 

to be the medium of communication between the medical 

profession in Ireland and the public." 

Mr. George Yeates presented returns of observations, 
made by himself, with thermometer, barometer, and rain and 
wine guages, from January to December, 1845, inclusive. — 
(See Appendix, No. VI.) 

donations. 

An Astrolabe, made in Florence in the IGth Century. 
Presented by Sir William Betham. 

A Small Bronze Ink-Bottle, found in the Excavation made 
by the Great Southern and Western Railway Company near 
Kilmainham. Presented by W. Ogilby, Esq. 

Three Bracteate Coins, found in the Round Tower of 
Kildare, and figured in Mr. Petrie's Essay on the Round 
Towers, p. 209. Presented by Rev. Mr. Brown of Kildare. 

A Beautiful Bronze Dirk, found near Tullamore. Pre- 
sented by Anthony Molloy, Esq. 



